
HRN Heads of Agency Statement: 

Working together in the humanitarian-development-peace nexus 

The Humanitarian Response Network of Canada (HRN) is a vibrant community of practice of Canadian humanitarian 
organizations that seeks to strengthen the quality and efficiency of humanitarian action by creating a conversation around 
key humanitarian issues and practices. HRN members are committed to alleviating the suffering of people affected by 
disasters and emergencies in accordance with agreed humanitarian principles and standards, as well as Canadian values. To 
obtain more information, please contact: Aislynn Row | HRN Coordinator | arow@ccic.ca | 613-241-7007 x 344 

We, leaders of 29 humanitarian organizations and members of the Humanitarian Response Network of 
Canada, continue to witness an increase in complex, protracted crises. We therefore reaffirm our 
commitment to support the design and implementation of programming in the humanitarian-development-
peace nexus. This means enhancing collaboration between humanitarian, development, and peace organizations 
and initiatives, with a view to building comprehensive responses that address immediate vulnerabilities and 
uphold humanitarian principles of impartiality, neutrality, independence, and humanity, while integrating more 
sustainable, long-term, resilience-building, and gender-responsive solutions into responses to protracted crises 
and conflicts. 
 
Recent global initiatives have sought to address immediate vulnerabilities while establishing more sustainable 
long-term solutions. At the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit, the United Nations Secretary General’s Agenda for 
Humanity and the Grand Bargain urged and committed states, including Canada, to increase efficiency and 
durability of humanitarian interventions through integrated nexus approaches. This commitment was echoed in 
the UN’s 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, and the 
OECD-DAC Recommendation on the Humanitarian-Development-Peace Nexus. 
 
Canada can continue leading by example and catalyze a shift towards more comprehensive and agile responses, 
with government and civil society partners working in tandem. As organizational leaders, we are committed to 
ensuring that our organizations’ strategies and operational approaches are fit for purpose to design and 
implement programs across the humanitarian-development-peace nexus. 
 
Canada’s institutional structure – with humanitarian, development, and peace programming all under the 
mandate of Global Affairs Canada – offers opportunities for integrated and innovative responses that can serve 
as a global model. Capitalizing on this opportunity requires that all of us – civil society and government alike – 
examine our structures and partnerships to identify barriers to supporting effective nexus programming. In order 
to meet the needs of affected populations, all partners working in the nexus must be able to pivot between 
approaches as operational contexts change, building on the Government of Canada’s existing commitment to 
predictable and flexible multi-year humanitarian financing. As humanitarian organizations, we will continue 
supporting capacity building for civil society and local organizations, including capacity building for peace, to help 
build resilience and sustainability. We are committed to engaging those affected by crises, especially women’s 
organizations and children and youth – recognizing that girls and boys represent a large proportion of people 
affected by conflict and that their wellbeing is key to long-term global peace, stability and sustainable 
development. We encourage the Government of Canada to take a similarly integrated and inclusive approach, 
including by leveraging its diplomatic resources to support an enabling policy environment for durable solutions. 
Sustainable solutions for crisis-affected people must be the ultimate objective of all integrated approaches. 

 
As members of the humanitarian community, we are ready to contribute our collective operational and policy 
expertise to help design and implement these new ways of working, and ensure they are reflected in our 
own organizations’ structures and strategies. We are committed to work with each other to share good 
practices and lessons learned with respect to nexus programming, including through the Canadian Council for 
International Co-operation and the Humanitarian Response Network of Canada, and to continued collaboration 
with Global Affairs Canada.  
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Danny Glenwright, Executive Director, Action Against Hunger 
Canada 

 
Steve Matthews, Executive Director, ADRA Canada 

Khalil Z. Shariff, Chief Executive Officer, AKFC 

 
Michel Lambert, Directeur général, ALTERNATIVES 

 
Nicolas Moyer, President and CEO, CCIC 

 
Jim Cornelius, Executive Director, Canadian Foodgrains Bank 

 
Karin Achtelstetter, Executive Director, CLWR 

 
 

 
Stephane Michaud, Vice-President, International Operations, 

Canadian Red Cross 

 
Mara O'Brien James, President and CEO (Interim), CARE Canada 

 
Claudia Black, Directrice Générale, CECI 

 
Ed Epp, Executive Director, Hope and Healing International 

 
Kim Savage, Executive Director, HOPE International Development 

Agency 
 
 
   

Mahmuda Khan, Executive Director, Human Concern International 

 
Richard Morgan, Executive Director, Humanitarian Coalition 

 
 
 

 

Jérôme Bobin, Directeur général Canada, Humanité et Inclusion 

 
Mahmood Qasim, Executive Director, IDRF 

 
Zaid Al Rawni, CEO, Islamic Relief Canada 

 
Rick Cober Bauman, Executive Director, Mennonite Central 

Committee 

 
Richard Veenstra, Directeur Général, Mission Inclusion 

 
Julie Delahanty, Executive Director, Oxfam Canada 

 
Denise Byrnes, Directrice générale, Oxfam Québec 

 
Caroline Riseboro, President and CEO, Plan Canada 

 
Will Postma, Executive Director, Primate's World Relief and 

Development Fund 

 
Bill Chambers, President & Chief Executive Officer, Save the 

Children Canada 

 
Thomas Bauer, President and CEO, SOS Children's Villages 

 
Wayne Johnson, President and CEO, Tearfund 

 
Dara McLeod, Chief Executive Officer, War Child Canada 

 
Ida Mutoigo, Executive Director, World Renew 

 
Michael Messenger, President and CEO, World Vision Canada 
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